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Introduction 

The ELESC Committee is proud to report on our activity using the funding provided by 
Emory OSI for our Pollinator Garden project.   During the short timeframe within which we 
carried out our plans, we learned much about support for pollinators and Georgia native 
plants, we engaged in a pretty good collaboration with Exterior Services, several of our 
selections are beautifully flowering and attracting pollinators, and we are on the road to 
having a model we can assess for feasibility and future sustainability next year.    
 

Goals and Activity 
 
From the grant applic ation:  The goal of this project is to collaborate with  Exterior  
Services ċŰĬШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲƚШċŰĬШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣШĲǂƓĲƖƣƚШċƖŸƨŰĬШEůŸƖǃќƚШ ƣũċŰƣċШĦċůƓƨƚШƣŸШ
change the landscaping around the entrance to the Woodruff Library  
 
Our advisors, Erik EdwardsЯШEůŸƖǃќƚШEĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰċũШ]ċƖĬĲŰШÂƖŸŢĲĦƣШ9ŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣŸƖ and Jaap de 
Roode, Samuel C. Dobbs Professor of Biology, and board of directors member of the 
Rosalynn Carter Butterfly Trail made many suggestions for selection, most of which we 
incorporated in our plant lists for acquisition.     
 
We worked closely with Exterior Services on plant acquisition, took their advice in a 
number of areas, revised the planting areas after information on ground infrastructure 
became known, and worked with the crew on the initial planting April 21.  We were able to 
handle planting of later acquisitions ourselves, sourcing some hard-to-find species from a 
nursery in Canton Ga. (North Ga. Natives), handling the payment and plant pickup 
ourselves with Exterior Services approval, for additional plantings on July 5 and August 1. 
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Before (July 2023) 

 

Planting April 18 2024 
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August 2024 
 

 
 
We developed a team approach to weekly monitoring of ƣőĲШƓũċŰƣƚќШŊƖŸƽƣőШċŰĬШŰĲĲĬƚ, 
weeding, monitoring hydration, identifying plants that appeared not to be doing well in their 
location, and areas for additional plants as they became available.   
 
Goals: 
 
1) Introduce plants that provide food and/or larval stage support for pollinators 
(butterflies, bees, moths, hummingbirds and other creatures).  Particular attention in 
selection is given to plants that support Monarch butterflies, bees, and other 
endangered insects.  
 
All species selected had some indication in the literature that they provided food or habitat 
for pollinators including bees, beetles, flies and butterflies.  Our plant list (see Library 
Landscape Pilot Diagrams of Planting Areas includes two species of Asclepias (Milkweeds) 
recommended by de Roode for Monarch butterflies; we tried to find more and are still 
working on that.         
 
2) Select native Georgia or regional species that support sustainability of the local 
ecosystem and better harmonize with natural areas on campus (with only two 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jqTVvEkWy5LBkQuJrZfQgjcX7Aju9z2KsIzt-zjRRD0/edit?usp=sharing
https://libnet.libraries.emory.edu/ld.php?content_id=76947598
https://libnet.libraries.emory.edu/ld.php?content_id=76947598
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exceptions).  
 
Georgia native species included American Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana), Butterfly 
Milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa), Celandine Wood Poppy (Stylophorum diphyllum), Coral 
Bells/Alumroot (Heuchera americana), Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea), Foam Flower 
(Tiarella cordifolia), Golden Groundsel (Packera aurea), Green-and-gold (Chrysogonum 
virginianum), Joe Pye Weed (Eutrochium dubium), Narrowleaf Sunflower (Helianthus 
angustifolius),  New York Ironweed ((Vernonia noveboracensis), Obedient Plant 
(Physostegia virginiana), Tall Garden Phlox (Phlox Paniculata Jeana),  Purple Giant Hyssop 
(Agastache scrophulariifolia), Red Disk Sunflower (Helianthus atrorubens), Scarlet 
Beebalm (Monarda didyma), Scarlet Sage (Salvia coccinea), Spotted Beebalm (Monarda 
punctata), Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata), Trillium (Trillium luteum), White Wood 
Aster (Eurybia divaricata), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), and Yellowroot (Xanthorhiza 
simplicissima). 
 
The exceptions were three - Curly Parsley (Petroselinum crispum var. Crispum, a noted 
larval food for butterflies), Sweet Woodruff (Gallium odoratum, sentimental choice 
ĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸŉШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣŔŸŰШƽŔƣőШŸƨƖШĤĲŰĲŉċĦƣŸƖќƚШŰċůĲ), and Lenten Roses (Helleborus 
orientalis, selected as an evergreen to provide late winter blooms when other plants would 
be dormant).     
 
3) In our selection, prefer species that have a history of use as food or medicine, 
particularly by indigenous peoples of this area.  This could be an area for more 
research.  
 
From the sources we consulted, species with history of indigenous use by the Creek 
people in the area that we identified so far include Heuchera (alumroot), Achillea 
Millefolium (yarrow), Asclepias tuberosa (butterfly weed), Echinacea purpurea 
(coneflower), and Callicarpa americana (American beautyberry), but we suspect there are 
more.  We contacted fellow Michael Loren, who provided some useful information and 
leads to more before leaving at end of Spring semester.  We contacted Dr. Malinda Maynor 
Lowery, Cahoon Family Professor of American History, and one of the leaders of the Native 
American and Indigenous Studies Initiative at Emory to introduce our project and see 
whether it could be useful for student learning and activities for that program.  This is as far 
as we have gotten because of the brief time frame and uncertainty on what plants would be 
included and survive in the actual garden, but we will continue outreach in this area. 
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4) Provide a pleasurable environment for people visiting Emory University and 
especially the Woodruff Library.  
 
While the garden is still growing and developing, we thŔŰťШċƣШƣőŔƚШƚƣċŊĲШŔƣќƚШċƣШũĲċƚƣШůŸƖĲШ
interesting for passers-by and those sitting outside: 
 

  

 

  

ìĲќƖĲШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШƣŸШƚĲĲШƚŸůĲШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣШŉƖŸůШƓŸũũŔŰċƣŸƖƚШƣŸŸ (sorry, photo blurry, hard to catch 
them!): 
 
Bee on Joe Pye Weed 

 
 
 
From conversations with Emory staff, faculty, and students while we monitored or worked 
on the garden, people liked the idea, wanted to know more, were interested in 


