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What is sustainability for Emory?

Reflects the Quality of 
Life in a Community, 
measuring how 
economic, social, and 
environmental systems 
provide healthy, 
productive and 
meaningful life for all 
community residents, 
present and future



How do events fit into this?
• Enterprise-wide goals

• All university events will be zero municipal landfill waste by 
2025.

• All university functions will be plastic bottle free to the extent 
possible by 2025.

• Expand sustainable and local food purchases in catered 
events for all units by 2025.

• On academic campuses, divert 95% of construction and non-
construction waste (except regulated lab and medical waste) 
from municipal landfills.

• Reduce Emory’s total greenhouse gas emissions by 45% by 
2030 and achieve net zero emissions by 2050, using 2010 levels 
as baseline.



How do events fit into this?
• Planning 

• Sustainable Events Checklist!
• Location
• Catering

• Sourcing
• Plant-forward menu
• No Styrofoam! No extra utensils

• Plates, Cups, Utensils
• Waste Diversion

• Recycling/Composting bins
• Glass bin through work order

• Waste Reduction
• Reusable decorations
• Bulk beverages & condiments
• Guests register to reduce food waste
• Departmental reusable event items?

• Day-of
• Sustainable event planning 

promotion/announcement
• Attendees

• Provide sustainable commute 
information

• Provide a teleconference option 
when possible

• Waste sorting 
• Remove/cover unneeded bins
• volunteers for big events

• Reduce energy use

• Follow-up
• Food recovery
• Save reusable serviceware
• Sort catering waste 

• Outcomes
• Contribute to enterprise sustainability 

goals
• Receive OSI recognition
• Entered into a raffle



Planning: Sustainable Events 
Checklist 
• Zero-Landfill Waste • Gold 



Planning: Sustainable Event Catering 
Vendors



Planning: Sustainable Event 
Catering with ATG



Sample Menu

 Sandwich/salad
• Buffalo cauliflower wrap
• Grilled veggies w/ spicy chickpeas wrap or 

the portobello caprese
• Thai salad (add tofu)

 Choice of side salad
• soup of the day
• potato salad

 House-made chips
 choice of house-made cookies or brownies
 Fresh brewed iced tea & iced water display



Sample Menu

 Soup
• Lentil Soup

 Salad w/ pita bread
• Small Greek salad – cheese on the 

side
 Entrée

• Small Cauliflower Rice Bowl—cheese 
on the side

 Dessert
• Chocolate chip cookie (not gluten-

free or vegan)
 Drink

• Fresh limeade or BYO water



Day-of & Follow-up: Waste Sorting



Questions? Tips?

Sustainable Events Certification -
https://sustainability.emory.edu/programs/sustainable-events-at-emory/

Akelia Hypolite – Akelia.Hypolite@emory.edu

Taylor Spicer – tspicer@emory.edu

https://sustainability.emory.edu/programs/sustainable-events-at-emory/
mailto:Akelia.Hypolite@emory.edu
mailto:tspicer@emory.edu


Day-of: Sustainable Commute 
Information

http://transportation.emory.edu/commute/index.html

http://transportation.emory.edu/commute/index.html


Day-of: Teleconferencing 
Information

https://emory.zoom.us/

https://emory.zoom.us/

